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TO 
Sir ALEXANDER RAMSAY, Bart. 


Of BALMain; 
And The Honourable 
ANTHONY FALCONER, 
Of HALKERTON, Eſq; 


GENTLEMEN, 


JI 7 OUR Attachment to this Country, and Ac- 
quaintance with the Stare of this Pariſh of 
Fettercairn, have induced me to put the following 
Sermon and Eſſay under the Protection of your Names. 
Neither the Love of Money, nor the Love of Fame, 
has inclined me to add one more to the numerous Liſt 
of Authors; a Deſire to ſtop the Growth of wild Opi- 
ions, propagated with a fiery Zeal, prompted this 

mall Performance. | 
There is a ſtrange Propenſity in Mankind to run 
to Extremes. While the Commons around me ſtretch 
Faith beyond its proper Limits, I obſerve with Regret, 
that ſome of ſuperior Rank pay not a juſt Regard te 
this divine Principle; when the Root is wanting, it is 
vain to look for the Branches, A ſhameful Neglect of 
public Worſhip, and ſometimes an Abuſe of the Lord's 
Day, by needleſs Labour and unneceſſary Amuſements, 
are Faults, are Sins, which I am called in Duty 
to my Saviour and my Country to cenſure with Free- 
dom. Was it not for the wiſe and kind "Inſtitution oh 
the Sunday, we would ſoon loſe not only the Power, 
but the very Form of Godlineſs. 'The Argument 
arifing from Example, 1s not the only one to be men- 
tioned on this Subject. The Rich need a Redeemer as 
much as the Poor, and are as much bound to do him 
Honour, 'Their elevated Condition expoſes them to 
More 


ii | 
more "Temptations, and therefore calls for a ſtronger 
Guard. Humanity and Complaiſance will be found a 
feeble Security, if Reverence for God is wanting, 
The Characters of a KINNOUL, Hoyt ToN, LEVEN, a 
Nor THESK, and CATHCART, command Reſpect 
wherever they are known. | 

That you, Gentlemen, may always have the Eſteem 
of the Wiſe and Good in this World, and that when 
you leave your earthly Eſtates, you both may be ad- 
mitted to an heavenly Inheritance, is the ſincere 


Wiſh of 
ROBERT FOOTE. 


A 


S E R M O N 


FROM 


PSALM LXXXV. Verſe 10. 


MERCY AND TRUTH ARE MET 
TOGETHER: RIGHTEOUSNESS 


AND PEACE HAVE KISSED EACH 
OTHER, 


right views of his nature and perfections 
demand our ſtudy, as eſſential to religion, If the 
firſt is wanting, there can be no religion at all ; 
if the ſecond, none of a proper kind or conſtruc- 
tion. It would ſurely be worſe than abſurd to 
ſuppoſe that theſe attributes mentioned in our 
text, as having met together, were ever ſeparated 


from each other in the divine Mind, or ſo at va- 


riance as to create any diſſenſion therein. God 
1s the ſame infinite unchangeable Spirit, yeſter- 


day, to-day, and for ever; the fame perfect 
Being before the exiſtence of any creature that 


he is now. It ſeems, therefore, to underſtand the 
words of David in a right ſenſe, we-ſhould con- 
ſider them not as ſuppoſing any former diſagree- 
ment and after-union of certain perfections 

A neceſ- 


EXT to the belief of the exiſtence of God, 


[2] 


neceſſarily belonging to the eſſence of God, but 
to conſider them as relating to a particular diſ- 
play of theſe attributes in the redemption of a 


loſt world. The three verſes before our text na- 


turally lead us to this view of the ſubject. Verſe | 


7th. Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us 


thy ſalvation. I will hear what God the Lord 


will ſpeak : for he will ſpeak peace unto his people 


and his ſaints ; but let them not turn again to 


folly. Surely his ſalvation is m35 them that fear 


him, that glory may dwell in our land. Mercy 


and truth are met together: righteouſneſs and 
peace have kiſſed each other. The Pſalmiſt here 


uſes a particular figure of ſpeech ſtiled perſonifi- 
cation, and treats of theſe four attributes of God 
as if they were living perſons. Mercy and truth 
have met together : righteouſneſs and peace have 
kiſſed each other, 


In illuſtrating this ſubject, in conformity to, 
the figure of the text, 


Iſt. We conſider the parties ſaid to meet to- 
gether, mercy and truth, righteouſneſs and. 
peace ; and how they were ſeparated, 


IIdly. Shew by whom this wonderful meet- 
ing and agreement was effeCtuated, viz. Jeſus 
Chriſt, who came to purchaſe and beſtow peace 


on thoſe who were enemies to God by wicked 


works. Then 


AIldly. Demonſtrate that theſe perfections 


muſt 
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muſt, in ſome degree, meet in us, before we 
enjoy the full effects of this reconciliation. 


Iſt. We propoſe to confider the parties here 
ſaid to have met together, mercy and truth, 
righteouſneſs and peace; and how they were 
ſeparated. 


Theſe are four illuſtrious perfections of the 
Deity, which are ſaid to meet on ſome eminent 
occaſion here below, with the ſame harmony as 
they are conjoined in the undivided nature and 
eſſence of God himſelf. Had the Pſalmiſt invert- 
ed the order, and faid that mercy and peace, 
righteouſneſs and truth met together, the union 
would not have been ſo wonderful. The two 
firſt reſemble each other ſo much in nature and 


_ diſpoſition, that we can hardly ſuppoſe them to 


be ſeparated. . Mercy inclines to peace; peace 
rejoices in mercy. The two laſt, righteouſneſs 


and truth, ſeem alike in complexion and temper, 


and for moſt part are found united together, 
Mercy looks on mankind with an eye of pity, as 
deluded miſerable creatures, the proper objects 
of compaſſion. Peace too is a friend to pardon 
and agreement, even in the bittereſt quarrels 
and difſentions. Both are gentle, and eaſy to 
be intreated, to all perſons without except ion. 
and on all occaſions without reſerve. They aſk 
not who the perſons are, or what they have 
done, but whenever the voice of diſtreſs or diſ- 


cord is heard, their united hands. are ſtretched 
A 2 | forth 
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forth for relief, and their united tongues more 


ſor harmony and friendſhip. 1 Gc 
j The other two, righteouſneſs and truth, con- ven 


ſidered by themſelves, and apart from mercy cc 
and peace, look not on man with ſo kindly an 
aſpect. Righteouſneſs or juſtice is commonly pe 
repreſented as. armed with a ſword, and ſurely 7 


ſhe will not bear the feword in vain ; as blind, „ 
that the ſight of miſery may not ſeduce her to J _. 
pronounce againſt right, and give a partial de- 4 
ciſion. Truth, like our firſt parents while they 1 
remained innocent, naked and unaſhamed, re- _ 
preſents circumſtances as they really are. Se pe 
conceals no article whatever, let the conſequences * 
of diſcovery be what they will. Sprung from the th 
fountain of light, the ſtates every caſe in a full 0 
and fair point of view, and will not hide nor ny 
extenuate the follies and crimes of the guilty, ne 
tho” the ſoul that finneth ſhould die. The united _ 


diſplay of theſe 1 towards mankind was . 
interrupted by fin. In the day thou eateſt thereof d. 
thou ſhalt ſurely die, is declared by the faithful 
God. In wok to whom, the father of liars 
faid, Thou ſhalt not die. The affertion of hell 
was credited againſt the denunciation of heaven. 
'Thus was the truth of God inſulted and con- 
temned. Ged rs not man that he ſhould lie, nor 
20e ſon of man that he ſhould repent : having ſaid, 
He will do it; The ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die. 

But God is not only true in all his words, he is R 
righteous alſo in all his works. To every man then 


Hall be rendered according to his works, and by 
God's 1 


1 


vc 


51 

God's own appointment the wages of fin are 
death, Shall not therefore the Fudge of all the 
earth do right? Shall the laws of God be tramp- 
led upon, and his word diſbelieved, and the 
rebellious paſs unpuniſhed? Where then would 
be righteouſneſs, and where would be truth ? 
The Lord indeed is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works; but he is not 

ood at the expence of truth, nor merciful 
againſt the right of juſtice. With imperfect fal- 
lible creatures this is often the caſe ; but ſuch a 
weaknels and contradiction of conduct mult ever 
be far from the living God. Finite beings, ſo 
much accuſtomed and even neceſſitated to view 
things piece by piece, are apt allo, as it were, 
to divide the Creator himſelf into parts, forget- 
ting that tho? his perfections differ, yet they do 
not diſagree ; that tho” various and many, they 
are all united, and make ont God. Truth and 
Juſtice then muſt have full right and honour 
done them, that mercy and peace may prevail. 
How then ſhall this happy agreement and meet- 


ing be brought about? Thro' whom ſhall ſuch 


a harmony be accompliſhed ? By one who is 
a prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedeck 
(according to the ſtile of Paul to the Hebrews, 
chap. vii.) fir/? 75 by interpretation king of 


righteouſneſs, and after that alſo king of Salem, 


which is king of Peace, This will introduce 
to our 


IId Propoſition, To conſider how thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt, mercy and truth, righteouſneſs and pcace 
| 1 are 
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[5] 
are diſplayed, meeting in harmony, to ſave thoſe 
who are enemies to God by wicked works. 


Mercy is that branch of the divine goodneſs 


which has the relief of the miſerable for its ob- 
ject. God is good to the angels, and had been 
good to man, tho' he had kept his ſtate of in- 
nocence and virtue; but as he has now loſt the 
favour of heaven, and ſubjected himſelf to 
puniſhment by ſin, a deliverance from this wret- 
ched condition is ſtrictly ſpeaking ſtiled mercy. 
Agreeably to this ſenſe of the word, ſpeaks the 
Apoſtle to the Epheſians, chap. i. 4 and 5 verſes. 
God who tis rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even us who were dead 


in ſins, hath he quickezed together with Chriſt. 


Mercy is uſed in a like ſenſe, Titus iii. 5. Not 
by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhin 

of regeneration, and renewing of the holy Che, 


zohich he ſhed on us abundantly thro? Feſus Chriſt 


our Saviour. In the ſeventh. verſe he changes 
the word for that of grace, a phraſe-(as it there 
ſtands conneQed) which ſeems of the ſame im- 
port: That being juſtified by his grace we ſhould 


be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 


If mercy is illuſtrious in proportion to the ſtate of 
thoſe to whom it is extended, ſurely the recovery 
of ſinners thro? Jeſus muſt be the nobleſt diſplay 


of it. To deliver a fellow creature or a friend 


from calamity does a perſon no ſmall honour, 
when that calamity: is only temporary in its 
effects: but to deliver creatures and enemies too 


from 


Pſal. Ixxxix, I. and 2, 


L 3-3 
from endleſs 'ruin, 48 an a& of mercy which 
heaven alone - has exhibited, which God alone 
can ſhew. We may be prompted to kindneſs 
from the hopes of a return, or from the dread 
that we ſhall actually need a like deliverance of 


others. Not ſo is it with the Father of mercies ; 
for our goodneſs cannot reach to him. The 


joys of the ſaints cannot increaſe, nor the 


miſeries of the damned leſſen his effential glory. 
Perfectly happy in himſelf, he dependeth not on 
the works of his hands. Notwithſtanding this, 
God repreſents himſelf by a prophet as particu- 
larly affected with the miſeries of his people, 


Jeremiah xxxii. 20. L Ephraim my dear ſon? is 


he a pleaſant child! For ſince I ſpake againſt him, 
1 do earneſtly remember him. ſtill, therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him. I will ſurely have 
mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. Wonderful is his 
mercy indeed, which rather than that we ſhould 
periſh for ever, inclined him to beſtow, his only 
Son, and offer him as a ſacrifice for us. Equally 
amazing is the compaſſion of our redeemer. Tha? 
God, he became man, bore the infirmities of 
human nature, was. buffeted, ſpit upon, mocked, 
blaſphemed and crucified. For whom did he 
ſuffer all this? For the moſt miſerable and un- 
grateful of his creatures. Creatures, who. with- 
out his goodneſs, could never have exiſted, and 
without his mercy muſt have lived in endleſs tor- 
ment. Pſal. cxlv. 8. The Lord is gracious and full 
of compaſſion ; /low to anger; and of great. mercy. 

b fing of the mercies 
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[*] 
of the Lord for ever ; with my mouth will I make 
known thy faithfulneſs to all generations. | 


This puts us in mind of another perfection of 
God that is diſplayed and meets with mercy in 
our deliverance thro? the coming of Chriſt, viz. 
his truth, mercy and truth are met togetber. God's 
faithfulneſs and truth are ſaid in ſcripture never 
to fail. Iſaiah xxv. 1. O Lord, ſays the prophet, 
thou art my God, I will exalt thee ; IT will praiſe 
thy name, for thou haſt done wonderful things ; thy 
counſels of old are faithfulneſs and TRUTH, 
In our conception of a perfect being, this perfec- 
tion is as eſſential as merey. Truth is that im- 
moveable pillar on which we build our hopes; 
without it, what comfort could his great and 
precious promiſes afford? It is not the making 
of theſe, but the belief of their being fulfilled, 
that ſupports the heart of man. This attribute 
of the Deity appeared ſo eminent to an antient 
philoſopher, that he ſaid, if God was to make 
himſelf viſible to mortal eyes, he would take 
light for his body, and truth for his ſoul. In fact, 


God manifeſted in the fleſh is ſtiled the light of 


the world, and dwelt — #s not only full of } **E 


grace, but full of TRUTH. In the appearance of 
Chriſt, the faithfulneſs of God is ſingularly diſ- 
played, The promiſes made, that the ſeed of the 
woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head; that a 
prophet ſhould be raiſed up hke unto Moſes; that 
the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off, but not for him- 
felf, taken from priſon and from judgment, be 
gumbered with tranſgreſſors, and bear the fins of 
Nad 


[9] 
many, make his grave with the wicked, and be © 
with.the rich in his death: all reſted on the 
truth of God. In the accompliſhment of theſe, 
the glory of this attribute is illuſtriouſly diſplayed, 
Behold a virgin conceived and brought forth a Son, 
this Son is the Prophet of Nazareth, mighty in 
word and deed before God and the people. He was 
carried from one tribunal of judgment to another, 
held forth as a candidate for publick favour 
with a robber and murderer as his rival, ſuſpend- 
ed betwixt two prime offenders, as if a greater 
criminal than either, and entombed in the ſe- 
pulchre of Joſeph, an eminent and wealthy coun- 
ſellor. So minute a fulfillment of theſe predicti- 
ons is doubtleſs a glorious diſplay of the truth of 
heaven, here faid to be met with mercy through 
Chriſt, who fuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, to 
bring us wnto God, Theſe particulars centering 
all in the perſon of Jeſus, clearly ſhew him to be 
the true Meſſiah. Hence his following addreſs 
to the diſciples of Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 25. 
O fools, and flow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have ſpoken! Ought not Chriſt to have 
uffered theſe things, and to enter into his glory? 
And beginning at Moſes and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the ſcriptures the 


things concerning himſelf. Thus the truth of God 


is manifeſted in the coming and ſufferings of 
Chriſt. 2 Cor. i. 20. All the promiſes of God in 


Lim are yea, and in him Amen, to the glory of God. 


Heaven and earth may paſs away, but one jot or 

one tittle ſhall in no wiſe 75 from the word of tbe 

true Cod, till all be fulfilled. Thus mercy — 
trut 


—— 


— 


HC ME I 


r 2 


1 ry wry — 7 . 
8 — 
N — 
„ be” nt 
— — > D 

1 - 


ment. In regard of the firſt, there was no room 
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looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 
to ſee if there were any that did underſtand and 
ſeet God. They are all gone aſide, they are all toge- 


L 10 ] 
truth are met together: but it is added, righte- 
ouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 10 


Righteouſneſs alſo is diſplayed in the deliver. co: 
ance thro* Chriſt Jeſus. Juſtice and judgment Þ f 
are ſaid to be the habitation of God's throne. I 
Truth ſprings out of the earth, and righteouſneſs 
looks down from heaven. Juſtice has for its object 
the beſtowing of reward, or inflicting of puniſh- 


for the exerciſe of it. There was none that did 
good and ſinned net. Pſalm xiv. 2. 3. The Lord 


ther become filthy, there 1s none that doth good, no 
not one. With God there is no reſpect o perſons, Bel, 


Where then is the man whom juſtice is to re-Jfary 
ward? Upon whom ſhall a crown of glory be his 


placed, and heaven beſtowed, as the reward dueſfore 
to his virtue? Let the perſons ſtand forth andy 1 
produce their claim. Puniſhment then is they Was 
only exerciſe of juſtice. The laws of God, anden 
the honour of his government muſt be ſupported, lamp 


| Since treaſon and rebellion are puniſhed with /e 


death by an earthly prince, ſurely the King off 
heaven will not be trampled upon with impuni- if we 
ty. But is not God more merciful than man, andſ's no 
cannot he eaſily diſpenſe with puniſhment ? But 
is he not alſo more juſt than man, and will he / 
not therefore render to every man according to hi hal 
works * How then ſhall righteouſneſs meet withÞ/2 be 
peace and mercy ? This is the queſtion; a queſfyCLAR 

; tion / t, 


| E Ir Þ 
ion that confounds the proud reaſon of the 
world, a queſtion in which you are all deeply 
re concerned. Thanks be to God who has given it 
nf & full and ſatisfying anſwer. He hath made him 
ne, ho knew no fin to be a fin-offering for us, that 
A a might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
-& FA God in nature and a man in form is indeed 
h. Jan extraordinary appearance; but the ſtrength. 
m land ſkill of a remarkable phyſician is alone able 
lid lto remove an extraordinary diſeaſe, Whether 
rd {God could have ſaved the world by any other 
en, plan than the ſacrifice of Chriſt, is a queſtion 
ndithat ſhould: never come from the mouth of a. 
ge- creature. That he has done ſo, is certain, and 
no enough for us to know. We are accepted in the 
n. Beloved, who gave himſelf in a free and volun- 
re · Itary manner to die; having power to lay down. 
be lis life, and power to take it up again. There- 
juel fore, though the innocent ſuffered for the guilty, 
ndl no injuſtice was done the former, for that which 
thel was his own he freely reſigned. The laws of hea- 
ndl ven are fully obeyed; and the juſtice of God 
ed. lamply fatisfied, by one who fulfilled all rig htee 
rithl /e. If juſtice is laid to the line, and righte- 
offen to the plummet, all is ſtraight and entire; 
'ni-Jif weighed in the balance of the ſanctuary, there 
andlis nothing found wanting. Rom. iii. 23. Al have 
Butl/nned and come ſhort of the glory of God. Being 
helu/tified freely by his grace, thro' the redemption 
his hat is in Jeſus Chriſt; whom God hath ſet forth 
vithÞi'o be a propitiation thro' faith in his blood, to PE- 
ac{YCLARE HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS for the remiſſion of 
tion ins that are paſt, thro the forbearance of God. — 
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nature he took, and for whoſe ſins he died. 
Peace is therefore ſaid by the Pſalmiſt to be 


viſible in the tranſaction: Righteouſneſs and peace 


have kiſſed each other. 


Peace, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is not a word we 
commonly apply to. a divine attribute. If we 
will view it as a diſpoſition in the mind of the 
ſupreme Being to reconcile ſinners to himſelf, 
it muſt be of the ſame import with mercy. The 
united diſplay of theſe are found in Paul's bene- 
diftion to Timothy his ſon, when he wiſheth 
him mercy and peace from God the Father, as 


well as the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 1 Epiſtle i. 2. But 


facts are more edifying than criticiſm : and the 
truth is, that Jeſus, who is poſleſſed both of the 
divine and human nature, is called The God of 
peace, and his religion The Goſpel of peace. May 


the God of peace give you peace always and 1 all} 


means The God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan ſhortly 
under your feet. How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the goſpel of peace! Diſtruſt and 
terror being the neceſſary attendants of guilt, 
ſinful creatures, without ſome well grounded 
hopes of pardon, muſt have been in perpetual 
anxiety and fear. Who can ſay if God will return 
and repent? was the doubting queſtion of the 


king 


declare, at this time, his RIGHTEOUSNESS, that 
he might be JusT, and the juſtifier of him who 
beheveth in Feſus. Glory to God in the hig beſt, 
peace on earth, was ſung by angels who had no 
perſonal intereſt in the coming of Chriſt ; well 
may it be ſung by the ſeed of Abraham, whoſe 


q Wn 
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king of Nineveh. But left not your hearts be 
troubled, (ſays Jeſus) you believe in God, believe 
alſo in me. Being juſtified freely by his grace, we 
have peace with God thro) our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Tho? the impious may ſpeak of this contemptu- 
ouſly, and the fooliſh think little of it, in the 
ſunſhine and noon-day of life, yet adverſity and 
the approach of death will change their views, 
and ſhew them how valuable it is to have peace 
with God. Sins which now appear ſinall, will, 
as a ſhadow, lengthen when the day declines, 
and the actions which ſeemed good, will be 
found too much blemiſhed to bear a look from 
the Judge of the world. The ſoul, like the dove 
ſent from the ark, will find no reſt in any quar- 
ter whatever, till it return to Jeſus, who alone 
can fave from the flood of deſtruction. Hail 


happy people, to you is the word of reconcilia- 


tion ſent ! Tho' the word of heaven is unſhaken 
truth, and righteous judgment ſurrounds the 
throne, yet the offended Sovereign is the Father 
of mercies, becauſe the Son who ſuffered is the 
Prince of peace. Mercy and Truth have met 


together, &c. We go forward, 


IIIdly, To demonſtrate that theſe perfections 
muſt in ſome degree met in us before we fully 
enjoy the diſplay of them as meeting in our 
redemption. | 


When applied to Chriſtians, they are tiled 
graces or virtues. We all acknowledge our ob- 
I1gations to reſemble Jeſus ; for as the head is, 
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ſo ought the members to be. Truth or ſincerity 


has been often and juſtly named chriſtian perfecti- 
on. Our Saviour and his religion are both ſtiled 
ruth; the hypocritical, therefore, and inſincere 
can have no real connection with either. A can- 
cid acknowledgment of ſin is an eſſential mark 
of ſincerity ; and when the firſt is wanting, ſo is 
the Jaſt, 1 John i. 8. If we ſay we have no fin, 
we deceive ourſelves, (for we cannot deceive:God) 
and the truth is not in us. A general allowance 
that men are ſinners will be readily granted; 


but when a particular charge is brought, they 


{all upon a thouſand ſhifts to evade it. Every 
thing that can excuſe or extenuate is laid hold 
of, {o that at laſt they will find it out to be a 
very ſmall ſin, or no fin at all. This is not the 
prattice of ſuch as are really ſincere: Not fo 
was it with him who ſmote on his breaſt, and 
faid, God be merciful to me a ſinner. Not ſo was 
it with him who ſaid, Depart from me, for I am 


a ſinful man, O Lord. Let every man (ſays the 
apoſtle) ſpeak the truth to his neighbour, for 
ye are members one of another : much more ought 


men to ſpeak truth to God, who call themſelves 
members of Chriſt Jeſus. Whe/o covereth his fins 
ſhall not proſper; whoſo covereth them (not from 


God, from whom nothing can be concealed) 


from himſelf, by varniſhing them over with ex- 
ceptions and excuſes, all not proſper, but he 
that confeſſeth and forſaketh them fhail find 
mercy. Chriſtians, be s1NcERE. Truth has met 
and is diſplayed with other perfections in the 


great work of redemption, and falſhood or 
hypo- 
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| hypocriſy is mentioned as one of theſe ſins that 


exclude from the kingdom of God. He is de- 
lighted with truth in the inward parts, and every 
ſacrifice that wants this ingredient is an ah5oming- 
tion in the fight of the Lord. Falſhood and lying 
in common life is as much prohibited as hypo- 
criſy in religion. Lying lips (ſays Solomon) are 
an abomination to the Lord; but they. that deal 
truly are his delight. All liars ſhall have their 
part (ſays the apoſtle John) in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone. The following 
paſſage of an elegant writer deſerves our atten- 
tive peruſal. I really know nothing more cri - 
c minal, more mean, and more ridiculous than 


© lying. It is the production either of malice, 


© cowardice, or vanity, and generally miſſes og 
© its aim in every one of theſe views; for lies 
© are always detected ſooner or later. If I tell 
a malicious lye, in order to affect any man's 
fortune or character, I may indeed injure him 
for ſome time ; but I ſhall be the greateſt ſut- 
« ferer myſelf at laſt : for as ſoon as ever I am 
detected (and detected I moſt certainly ſhall 
© be) I am blaſted for the infamous attempt, 
and whatever is ſaid afterwards, to the diſad- 
vantage of the perſon, however true, paſſes 
for calumny. If I lie or equivocate, for it is 
© the ſame thing, in order to excuſe myſeif for 
* ſomething that I have ſaid or done; and to avoid 
the danger or the ſhame that I apprehend from 
it, I diſcover at once my fear, as well as my falſ- 
© hood, and only increaſe, inſtead of avoiding, 
the danger and the ſhame: I ſhew myſelf to 
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[16] 
be the loweſt and the meaneſt of mankind, 
and am ſure to be always treated as ſuch. Fear, 
inſtead of avoiding, invites danger, for con- 
cealed cowatds will inſult known ones. If one 
has had the misfortune to be in the wrong, 
there is ſomething noble in frankly owning it ; 
it is the only way of atoning for it, and the 
only way of being forgiven. Equivocating, 
evading, ſhuffling, in order to remove a pre- 
ſent danger, or inconveniency, is ſomething 
ſo mean, and betrays ſo much fear, that who- 
ever practiſes them, always deſerves to be, 
and often will be deſpiſed. There is another 
ſort of lies, inoffenſive enough in themſelves, 
but wonderfully ridiculous ; 1 mean thoſe lies 
which a miſtaken vanity ſuggeſts, that defeat 
the very end for which they were calculated, 
and terminate in the humiliation and confuſion 
of their author, who is ſure to be detected. 
Theſe are chiefly narrative and hiſtorical hes, 
all intended to do infinite honour to their 
author. He is ſoon diſcovered, and as ſoon 
becomes the object of univerſal contempt and 
ridicule, Remember then, as long as you live, 
that nothing but ſtrict truth can carry you 
your conſcience 


or your reputation unwounded.” 


Righteouſneſs was likewiſe mentioned as diſ- 
playing itſelf in our ſalvation. This becomes ours 
as to its effects, by our hearty acceptance of 
Chriſt as the Lord our righteouſneſs. No chriſ- 


tian need be told that without this there * 
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! 

5 ſalvation. He will ever reckon it as a faith ful 
Hing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
eſus came into the world to ſave finners. How- 


z, ever aſſiduous in the diſcharge of duty, we muſt 
* allow that the reward beſtowed is nat of debt but 
e / grace. Having done our belt, we are but unpro- 
>, | fitableſervants, and the language of the prophet is. 
undoubtedly true (If. xxviii. 20.) That the bed ot 
g | our own goodneſs is ſhorter than that a man can 
o- | ffretch himſelf on it, and the covering narrower than 
e, Hal he can wrap himſelf i in it. God forbid that 
er | we ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of Chriſt, who was 
s, | delivered for our offences, and raiſed again for our 
eg Mn In this view let Him be the object 
your faith, for this is the RIGHTEOUSNESS of 
d, | the ſaints. If mercy ſhines ſo illuſtriouſly in the 
os hs of redemption, ſurely it ſhould ſhine in the 
d. redeemed of the Lord. It is remarkable, that the 
8, | general exhortation in Matthew, Be ye perfect as 
ir | your Father in heaven is perfect, is expreſſed in 
»n | Luke more particularly, Be ye MERCIFUL as your 
nd | Father in heaven is merciful; as if in this alone 
they were to reſemble God, and bound to perfec- 
ou | tion- It is inforced often and warmly, Micah vi. 
ce | 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what ts geed : 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do juſtly and love mercy? Gal. vi. 2. Bear 
life | 37 one ancthers burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of 
Chriſt. *Tis marked out as a neceſſary qualifica- 
of | tion for receiving the favour of God. With ite 
if. | merciful the Lord will ſhew himſelf merciful. Pie 
nol /d are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy, 
al- Dreadful is the following ſentence, He hall have 
Judgment bit hut mercy that ſheweth no mercy. 
33 | Nat. 
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[ 18 J | 
Matt. vi. 14, 15. If ye forgive men their treſ- 
paſſes, your heavenly Father will forgive your 
treſpaſſes. But if ye forgive not men their treſpaſ- 


 fes, your heavenly Father will not forgive yon. 


Whoſe aſſertion is this? and what concern have 
you with the perſon who makes it ? They are 
the words of him who has power to ſave 'and 
deſtroy, and who died to procure pardon. We 
have conſtant occaſion for mercy to pardon, and 
grace to help; becauſe our fins are numerous, 
and our endeavours weak. Can we then ap- 
proach God with a juſt ſenſe of our guilt and 
unworthineſs, hoping forgiveneſs on the plea of 
mercy, while we ourſelves are cruel and unre- 
lenting ? What proportion is there betwixt the 
offences we commit againſt heaven, and the of- 
tences we receive from a fellow creature ? If the 
Lord remits ten thouſand talents, ſhall we heſi- 


tate to forgive an hundred pence? Luke vi. 


37. Judge not, and ye ſhall not be judged; con- 
demn not, and ye ſhall not be condemned; forgive, 
and ye ſhall be forgiven. 


That the followers of the Prince of peace 
ſhould be of a peaceable temper, is a propoſi- 
tion aiways allowed, but frequently diſregarded. 
Particular ſtreſs is laid upon it in the goſpel. 
Let us felliww (ſays Paul to the Romans) after 
the things which make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify ancther. (To the Corin- 
thians) God is the author, not of confuſuon, but 
of peace, as in all the churches of the ſaints. Be 
of one mind, live in peace. Such paſſages are evi- 
dently deſigned to lead to quictneſs in the ordi- 

nary 


[197] 
nary matters of life, eſpecially to peace in mat- 
ters of religion. Nothing is more hurtful to indi- 
viduals, and the intereſt of real goodneſs among 
mankind, nothing more diſhonourable to our 
bleled Redeemer, than theſe quarrels that pre- 
vail in the midſt of thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians. Blood has ſometimes been ſhed in the 
cauſe ; and when conteſts went not ſo far, bitter 
animoſities, and miſrepreſentations of each 
others conduct abounded much, Theſe diſagree- 
able circumſtances are not to be charged againſt 
religion as the cauſe, but only as the occaſion. 
Religion has prohibited ſuch conduct in the 
ſtrongeſt terms. Where then are we to ſearch 
for the ſource of them ? Whence come wars and 


Ag btings among you? The anſwer of the apoſtle 


James will ſerve now as well as formerly, 
Come they not hence, of your luſts that war in your 
members? The pride, ambition, and paſſions of 
thoſe who wear the chriſtian name produce theſe 
diſorders and conteſts in the world. Certain it is, 
that thoſe who are moſt governed by religious 
principles, will always be moſt inclined to peace. 
Bleed (ſays Chriſt) are the peace- maters, for 
they ſhall be called the children of God. A beau- 
tiful inſtance of this diſpoſition we have in Abra- 
ham's ſpeech to Lot his nephew. Gen. xiii. A 
ſtrike happening betwixt their herdſmen, verſe 8. 
Abraham faid to Lot, Let there be noſtrife, I pray 
thee, between me and thee, between my herdſmen 
and thy herdſmen, for we be brethren. Is not the 


<vhole land before thee? Separate thyſelf, I pray 


thee, from me. If thou wilt take the left hand, then 
wall [ go to the right; or if thou depart to the 
| right 


2 DD OO ut —ů ů — — 2 - 


SE * 
— 2 


— 


= — > 1 * 1 uy 
reer 


[ 204 
right hand, then will Igo to the left. We cannot 
hear this paſſage without being ſtruck at the vaſt 
difference betwixt the conduct and temper of 
this great patriarch, and the conduct and temper 
of thoſe who live in later ages, and enjoy more 
advantages than he. I befeech you, I therefore 
(ſays Paul to the Epheſians) the priſoner of the 
Lerd beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith you are called, with all luwlineſs 
and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing ane 
another in love: endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the ſpirit in the bond of PEACE. There is one body 
and one ſpirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, 
one God and Father of all. What ſtronger argu- 
ment can be conceived ? Peace therefore is 
doubly binding on thoſe who profeſs to be 
travellers on the ſame road, and expeQants of 
the ſame heaven. Form then to yourſelves juſt 
and conſiſtent views of God. The plan of his 

overnment is not founded on one, but all his 
perfections. Theſe things therefore that clearly 
contradi® any attribute, muſt never be admitted 
as a part of his religion. This remark however 
muſt not be carried fo far as to reject religion 
on account of difficulties; for difficulties and 
contradictions are by no means the fame. That 
the death of Chriſt as a facrifice for ſin ſhould 
afford a plea for wickedneſs, is not a difficulty 
but a contradiction. That the divine and human 
nature are united in Chriſt, carries a difficulty but 
is no contradition. Think therefore of the all- 
perfect God with reverence and admiration, and 
receive h's revealed word with gratitude and 
humility. A N 
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SECTION L 


THERE are two ſorts of people with whom 
it is uſeleſs and abſurd to reaſon; the 
ſtupid, and prejudiced. The firſt want capacity, 
and therefore mult be pitied ; the laſt inclinati- 
on, and therefore 4 be left to themſelves, 


until it pleaſe God to beſtow a better diſpoſition 


upon them. Tho? ſteadineſs of mind is a good 
quality, and obſtinacy a bad one, yet theſe two 
tempers, very different in their natures, are often 
miſconceived and taken for the ſame. That all 
the children of Adam are liable to error and 
miſtake, not only to be deceived by others, but 
even to deceive themſelves, are facts that few 
will venture to deny. It ſo, what is the differ- 
ence betwixt ſteadineſs and obſtinacy ? Perſons 
of the former caſt of mind are calm and open to 
conviclion; perſons of the latter are fullen, and 
deaf to information. Nor is this all. Thoſe of 
the firſt kind purſue with firmneſs objects of 
reat value only; theſe of the laſt contend as 
ſtoutly for a file, as for a pearl of great price. 
Our bleſſed Saviour has uſed the following 
figure ; The kingdom of heaven is like unto a mer- 
chant ſeeking good!y pearls, wwho, when he had 
ound one ay of great price, went and ſeid all 
that he had, and bought it. The eſtabliſhed chur- 


hes in this iſland are the fame in opinion as to 
| the 
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the nature and origin of this pearl, the leading 
truths of chriſtianity ; and the forms of each are 
more or leſs acceptable as people have been educat- 
ed in the uſe of them. But is it not ſtrange to ſee 
Preſbyterians ſeparating from Preſbyterians, 
when their doctrines and forms are the ſame ? 


\ There are alſo different ſects of the Epiſcopal 


perſuaſion, who hold no communion together ; 
and this, to perſons unacquainted with politics, 
will ſeem equally ſtrange. Is it not more ſurpril- 
ing to ſee one chriſtian ſeparating from, and 


refuſing to worſhip God with another chriſtian, 


and that for one day of ſeven only, when both 
entertain the hope of living in the ſame place 
thro? eternal ages? Sometimes I am diſpoſed to 
wiſh that diviſions were brought to an end; 
ſometimes Ifear to indulge the wiſh ; becauſe it 
ſeems impoſſible to gratify it, without taking 
away liberty of conſcience. A mean this, for 
which the end, however valuable, would not 
compenſate. No; Let the tares and wheat grow 
together, leſt hy gathering the tares we root up 
the wheat alſo. | 


„ 3. os hs 


When in good humour, and under a clear 
ſun, I am inclined to think that our ſilly conten- 
tions may bear this compariſon. Two cock ſpar- 
rows ſitting on my neighbour's roof, looked on 
cach other with a jealous eye. One picked up a 
ſtraw, the other following got hold of an end; 
both pulled, the ſtraw broke, and cach carried off 

his 


[ 25 ] 


his ſhare in triumph. An upſtart ſeQary, which 


has taken the name of a Berean aſſembly, divides 
upon the ſuppoſition that none underſtand the 
Bible, or underſtand any thing of the Goſpel, 


themſelves. excepted. This is indeed a weighty 


ground of ſeparation ; the reaſon is ſtrong, and it 
wants nothing but truth to juſtify their conduct. 
A great want truly, which it is impoſſible to ſupply! 
The hiſtory of the ancient Bereans is given in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, chap. xvii. io. 11. And 
the brethren immediately ſent Paul and 
Silas by night unto Berea, who coming thither 
went into the , ſynagogue of the Jews. Theſe were 
more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readineſs of mind, 
and ſearched the ſcriptures daily whether theſe 
things were ſo, The Bereans evidently derived 
their name, not from their opinions, but from 
the place where they lived, Berea, a town, which 
ſtood in Macedonia. It is clcar, this name can 
properly be aflumed by no claſs, for it can con- 
vey no idea ſufficient to diſlinguith it from any 
other claſs. A ſociety may as well take the title 
of Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, or Ameri— 
cans, The Bereans are mentioned with honour 
indeed for receiving the word readily, and 
ſearching the ſcriptures : but where is the chriſti- 
an ſociety that does not pretend to receive the 
word, and ſearch the ſcriptures? Aſk them all 
from ſea to ſea, and they wilt declare this, 
„We receive, we ſcarch the ſcriptures.” The 
name therefore either belongs to no ſociety, or 
to all equally. If to none. it js ſtupid for any to 

take 
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L 26 J 
take it; if to all equally, the pride of a party 
muſt be great, which claims an excluſive right 
to a noble character, to which others have at leaſt 
as good a right as they. Modern Bereans, it is 
true, diſcard all books of human compoſure, as 
if this was the only way to honour thoſe that 

are divine. When once they burn their own 
books, or prove them to be inſpired, we ſhall 
ſee them to be conſiſtent. Ihe power of delu- 
ſion is immenſe, and will always ſhew itſelf in 
proportion as ſtupidity and ignorance prevail. 
A Paul and a Silas were the teachers the old 
Bereans delighted to hear : the new Bereans are 
moſt charmed with thoſe who excel in ſtupidity 
and nonſenſe. Philoſophy, according to their 
view, unfits a man for preaching the goſpel. 
True learning always has been, and always will 
be the friend of chriſtianity ; but ſome people are 
like the fox, who ſaid, he would have no 
plumbs, becauſe they were ſour; the fact was, 
they were beyond his reach, and he could not 
touch them. Every man of improvement knows, 
that the ſciences not only enlarge the mind, but 
reflect light and beauty on each other. But 
talſe philoſophy is a bad and dangerous thing ; 
and fo is falſe religion. From the errors of both, 
may the God of light and truth preſerve us ! 
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15 Though men often differ about words, they 
3 ſometimes differ about ideas alſo. The following 
. notion of faith is propagated witli the greateſt 
1. | zeal, 
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zeal. © Every believer is poſitively aſſured of his 
* final ſalvation, and knows as certainly that he 
* ſhall be in heaven, when he dies, as he knows 
that he lives at preſent upon earth; and if any 
* want this abſolute certainty at death, they 
* ſhall certainly be damned.'—The very ſound 
of this fills a ſerious mind with horror : it may 
properly be aſked, whether there is any ſenſe in 
it? The following obſervations deſerve ſome 
attention, * 


I. The future circumſtances of our lot, the 
time and manner of death, are concealed. Th ſe 
are ſecrets which the Almighty has referved to 
himſelf. Is it reaſonable to imagine that a man, 
who cannot ſay whether he ſhall be rich or poor, 
healthy or ſick, living or dead, this time twelve 
months, can poſitively affirm, how and where he 
ſhal! be a thouſand years hence? Is it the way of 
God to man, to give the greater favour, and 


with-hold the leſs? Beſides, it may be juſtly 
queſti- 


Note, The following argument is not concluſive, 
and is not meant to be concluſive, againſt any other 
ſyſtem but that of the B-reans. Every one will allow, 
that we have not the ſame data to proceed upon in 
matters of common providence, as in thoſe of reve- 
lation. But the Berean who ſeeks no data at all upon 
which to build his aſſurance, who treats evidences 
of grace with ſcornful indignation, certainly ſhould, 
if conſiſtent with himſelf, be as much aſſured about the 
future circumſtances of his temporal affairs, as about 


thoſe of his ſpiritual ſtate. . tuturity in the one caſe can 
| 2 be 
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[ 28 |] 
queſtioned if ſuch knowledge would be really 
uſeful to man, for, (it is not our fooliſh and 
vain wiſhes) the propriety and wiſdom of the 
caſe is the object of inquiry. The fight of proſ- 
perity and great happineſs. tho' at a diſtance, 
would raiſe mankind to pride and preſumption ; 
the ſight of miſery, tho' remote, might over- 
whelm with melancholy and deſpair. Nor is 
there any reaſon to believe that the certain 
knowledge of ſuturity would not produce the 
ſame effects in religious as in ſecular affairs; and 
if it is dutiful to truſt the providence of God in 
the ſmalleſt matters, it muſt be dutitul to truſt 
his infinite wiſdom in the greateſt, Where he 
ſhall be to-morrow at ſun- ſet, is a queſtion to 
which no man can give a poſitive anſwer. . In 
what ſtate and place he ſhall be a million of 
ages aiter, ſeems a queſtion equally beyond his 
reach. Chriſtianity is ſurely a part of the Al- 


mighty's plan of government. By comparing 


one part with another, we are led to ſee and 
admire the harmony and glory of his ways; and 
thence by an eaſy ſtep to adore and truſt him 
who is the Lord both of nature and of grace, 


II. It ſeems difficult to reconcile an abſolute 
| and 


be foreknown without any fixed principles from which 


concluſions may be deduced, then futurity may be clear- 


; ly foreſeen in every caſe, and the Berean may boaſt of 
t 


e gift of prophecy with as good a grace as of the giſt of 


aſſurance. If particular inſpiration is alledged, there is 


an end of all argument. To pretend to ſpecial inſpiration 


is one thing, but actually to have it is another. 
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[ 29 ] 
and immediate aſſurance of faith with the preſent 
ſituation of a chriſtian. Every chriſtian knows and 
feels himſelf to be in a progreſſive ſtate, advancing 
ſtep by ſtep to maturity and perfection. Hence 
the propriety of a great many of thoſe exhorta- 
tions which ſacred ſcripture addreſſes to the 
chriſtian : Run with patience the race ſet before 
you. Fight the good fight of faith. If none will 
enter into heaven except thoſe who have the 
ſame certainty of going there at death, as the 
faints departed have that they are in heaven 
already, the above exhortations are void of 
meaning. Is it common ſenſe to ſay, that when 
people enter into a race, they know the prize to 
be their own as clearly as when they have 
received it? Is it proper to ſay, when perſons 
engage in battle, they have always the ſame 
evidence of ſucceſs as when they have routed 


their foes, and are enjoying the fruits of victory: 


Theſe ſigures come from ordinary life, and it is 
impoſſible to miſtake their deſign. They evi- 
dently convey the idea of a ſtate calculated to 
check every arrogant and preſumptuous thought, 


and to inſpire the deepeſt humility and reſigna- 


tion of ſpirit. The divine word indeed ſays, The 
Lord knoweth them that are his; but it does not 
follow that none are his, except they know them- 
ſelves to be of that number. It mult and will be 
allowed by every pious mind, that in this, as in 
other caſes, God is greater that man. No, ſays 
the Berean, in this caſe God is not greater than 
Jam, for | know as clearly as God knows, that [ 
ſhall ſtand. at the right hand of his Son. Here it 
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muſt be remembered, that abſolute certainty al- 
lows of no degrees. We cannot ſay more certain, 
and leſs certain; for more certain is only pro- 
bable, and leſs certain, poſſible or doubtful, but 
faith aſſured rejects both. It ſo, what knowledge 
has the Judge of the world about the ſtate of a 
chriſtian, more than a chriſtian himſelf ? Upon 
the principle of aſſurance none at all. The vanity 
of man, and the ſuperlative knowledge of the 
Moſt Fhgheſt are ſublimely contraſted in the 
following paſſige from Job, chap. xi. Should 
not the multitude of words be anſwered® and 
Jhould a man full of talk be juſtified * Should thy 
lies make men hold their peace? and when thou 
mockeſt ſhall no man make thee aſhamed ? For thou 
haſt ſaid, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in 
thine eyes. But ob that God would ſpeak, and 
open his lips againſt thee, and that he would 
Shew the ſecrets of wiſdom, that they are double 
to that which is. Know therefore, that God exact. 
eth of thee leſs than thine iniquity deſerveth. 
Canſt thou by ſearching find cut God? Cant 
thou find out the Almighty to perfection? It is 
as high as heaven, what canſt thou dof deeper 
than hell, what canſt thou know? The meaſure 
thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than 


the ſea.' If he cut off, or ſhut up, or gather toge- 
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f ther, then who can hinder him? For he knoweth . 
in vain men, be ſeeth wickedneſs aiſo; and will | 4, 
* he net then conſider it? or vain man would be i, 
| 1x 10e, though he be born like @ wild afs' coit. fa 
# 8 rr. VV. * 
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4 1. That ſyſtem of religion, which does not 
1 pre- 


31 ] 
preſerve a proper connection betwixt principle 
and practice, may be a religion, but it is not the 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt. To conſider his reve- 
lation merely as a ſyſtem of morals, tho' in this 
view it is the beſt ever publiſhed, is not doing 
juſtice to chriſtianity. Doctrines of grace are the 
diſtinguiſhing part of it; and if the Deity of 
Chriſt, and atonement by the blood of a Re- 
deemer, are ſtruck out, it may indeed be a reli- 
gion for angels, but will not ſuit the condition 
of ſinſul men. It is not unkind to wiſh that thoſe 
who pretend to truſt their ſalvation to their vir- 
tue, would try their virtues by the laws of God ; 
and however much they admire virtue in gene- 
ral, they will then fee little reaſon to admire 
their own. It is likewiſe to be wiſhed that ſome 
who profeſs a reſpect for the merit of a Saviour's 
death, would ſhew ſome regard alſo to the ex- 
ample of his life. To truſt the firſt, and imitate 
the laſt, completes the character of the chriſtian. 
The epiſtle to Titus gives a full view of the ſubject, 
chap. iii. 4. But after that the kindneſs and 
love of Ged our Saviour toward man appeared, 
not by works of righteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according lo his mercy he ſaved us, by 
the waſhing of regeneraticn and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
thro Feſus Chriſt cur Saviour. That being juſti- 


fied by his grace, we ſhould be made heirs accord- 


ing to. the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful 


ſaying, and theje things I will that thou affirm 


conſtantly, that they who have believed in Gad, 
night be careful to maintain good works : theſ; 
things 
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L 32 ] 
things art good and profitable unto men. Tho' a 
belief of revelation, and a dutiful truſt in Fox 


' merits of a Saviour are evidently calculated to 


produce good effects on the temper and conduct; 
yet this much cannot be ſaid for the new Berean 


doctrine, which requires no more to conftitute 


a chriſtian, than boldly to declare, I know I am 
juſtified.” They laugh at marks and evidences 
to grace as deluſive, telling they have a witneſs 
within ; and here they play the politician well, 
for none can ſee any witneſs without. In regard 


to what is internal, they may tell us what they 


pleaſe, and if any perſon pleaſes he may believe 
them. The Redeemer's advice however mult 
be kept in view. Let your light ſo ſhine before 
men, that others, ſeeing your good works, may 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. N. Fins 
heareth theſe ſayings of mine and doth them not, 


Hall be likened to a fooliſh man that built bis 


houſe upon the ſand: and the rain deſcended, and 
the floods canie, and the winds blew and beat 
upon that houſe, and it fell, and great was the 
fall of it. The hurtful tendency of this doctrine 
of univerſal and inſantaneous aſſurance is proved 
beyond diſpute from the lives of thoſe very 
People who ſay, they believe, and have obtained 
it. In no inſtance of conduct are they better than 
others; in pride and ill. nature they are much 
worſe. The nature of popiſh indulgences and 
their hurtful effects are well known to thoſe who 
have read the hiſtory of the Roman-catholick 
religion. Men obtained the pardon of their ſins 


on paying a fixed ſum of money; for gold has 
| yirtue 
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virtue to take all ſins away. I grant indeed, men 
love their money, but they alſo love their ſins. 
If ſo, will they not continue in vice ſo long as 
they can indulge it, upon the aſſurance of buying 
pardon of ſin at death with money which they can 


keep no longer? Let us apply this to the point in 


hand. Whether is it eaſier to ſay, I know I 
am juſtified,” or to lay up money in theſe ſcanty 
times, to purchaſe admiſſion into heaven? The 
firſt is eaſier than the laſt, and therefore more 
ſucceſsful in baniſhing real religion from the 


world. This compariſon may be called ſevere, . 


but cannot be pronounced unjuſt. 


2. If chriſtian faith had neceſſarily included 
the known certainty of heaven, it would have 
been clearly and fully expreſſed. It is indeed 
declared, that whoſoever believeth on the Son hath 
everlaſting life, and whoſoever believeth not ſhall 
not ſee life, bat the wrath of God abideth on him. 
This general truth is undeniable, and every one 
that reads the Bible will ſee it to be clearly ex- 
prefled. The miſtake ſeems to ly in applying 
this general declaration to particular perſons, as 
if their whole names were inſerted in ſcripture like 
the public regiſter of a pariſh. Men are fallible 
dependent creatures, therefore their faith and 
hope muſt be in God. Theſe two graces mult 
be conſiſtent ; and yet if faith includes abſolute 
certainty, it is impoſſible to reconcile them. 
Hope evidently ſuppoſes the event uncertain. 
I hope it will be an agreeable day to-morrow, 
but it is poſſible there may be tempeſt, light- 
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ning and thunder. I hope we will have a rich 
crop next year, but . notwithſtanding my hope 
the winds may ſhake, and the rains may rot the 
corns, Rom. viii. 24, 25. For we are ſaved by 
hope; but. hope that is ſeen is not hope, for 
what a man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for? 


But if we hope for that we ſee not, then do we 


with patience wait for it, 1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed be 


the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


according to his abundant mercies hath begotten 
us again to a lively hope, by the reſurrection 
of Feſus Chriſt from the dead. Now faith and 
hope muſt either be the ſame, or different, If 
the fame, then faith - may admit doubt; ſor 
hope admits, yea, implies it; if they are dif- 
ferent, with what propriety can be ſaid that we 


hope for any thing of which we already know 


ourſelves to be in poſſe ſſion? This is the caſe with 
all who declare poſitively they are juſtified. 
Shall we ſay that chriſtians may doubt, and yet 
be chriſtians, but that God will damn them if 
they doubt? Perſons left to the guidance of 
their own bewildered fancies may indulge vain 
conceits, but the Spirit of wiſdom never reveal- 
ed contradictions. Let it not be thought I inſi- 
nuate that the truth of our revelation in general 
ſtands upon a doubtful evidence. What is ſaid 
above is only directed againſt that dangerous no- 
tion, That if any leave the world with hope only, 


and not with infallible aſſurance of happineſs, 


they have no intereſt in Chriſt, and therefore 
ſhall finally periſh.” If ſuch certainty had been 


eſſential, the divine word would have exprelsly 
X men- 


L351 
mentioned it, and not made hope (as well as 
faith) a chriſtian duty. 


3. The doctrine of aſſurance contradicts the 
truth of hiſtory. Arguments that reſt upon 
facts are of all arguments the moſt ſatisfactory. 
Mark xiv. 17. And in the evening he cometh 
with the twelve. And as they ſat and did eat, 
Feſus faid, Verily I ſay unto you, one of you 
which eateth with me fhall betray me. And they 
began to be ſorrowful, and to Jay unto him one by 


one, Is it I? another ſaid, Is it I? And he an- 


fwered and ſaid unto them, It is one of the twelve 
that dippeth with me in the diſh. The Son of man 
indeed goeth, as it is written of him; but ao to that 
man by whom the Son of man is betrayed: good were 
it for that man if he had never been born. Since the 
end of the traitor was certainly to be deſtruction, 
how comes it that the other eleven apoſtles ſaid 
unto their maſter one by one, Lord, is it I? If 
they had known themſelves to be abſolutely cer- 
tain of heaven, they muſt likewiſe have known 
that none of them could be guilty of the horrid 
act for which Judas was condemned. There 
ſeem only two ways of eluding the force of this 
objection. The firſt, by ſaying that the apoſtles 
were not the friends of Chriſt, with one excep- 
tion which is expreſsly marked; the laſt, by 
allowing that there was at leaſt one, period of 
their lime, in which they doubted both of 
their frieadſhip to Jeſus and final ſalvation. To 
deny that the apoſtles, Judas only excepted, 
were then the friends of Chriſt, would be con- 

tra- 


- ww 
ts 4 


7 

tradicting the words of Chriſt himſelf; and to 
admit they doubted of their ſtate, would be 
giving up the doQrine of unverſal aſſurance. 
Beſides, what ſpecial advantages ſoever theſe 
firſt miniſters of chriſtianity might have received 
in the following part of their lives, it is abſurd 
to connect their attainments with thoſe of the 
people of God in general. Their arduous under- 
takings, their long and ſevere trials, called for 
ſupport of an extraordinary kind. But perhaps 
our new Bereans rank themſelves with the 
2 apoſtles; and for ſuch their teachers evidently , 
8 want to paſs in the world. This may be ſuſ- 

| tained as a proof of their aſſurance ; by prefix- | 3 
ing thelr favourite word faith, the principle in I“ 
full will be ſeen, and if to this ſenſe of the terms | © 


they lay claim, their right cannot be diſputed. bh 
n V. Prayer. 1 
rig 


None are allowed to pray until they are con- 05 


1 verted, that is according to the Berean ſyſtem, 
4: aſured of ſalvation. By this God is robbed of | * 
8 the honour due to him, and man deprived of 4 
ft much comfort. This duty refults from our], 
15 conſlitution as creatures, bound to acknowledge | *S* 
18 tio 
14 their dependence on the Creator, and can never 
5 ceaſe. By ſin we may forfeit our title to the 
. favour of God; but fin can never annul our \ 
it, obligation to worſhip God. The right of man og 
i to the friendſhip of his Maker may be loſt ; but ere 
the right of the Creator to the ſervice of his — 
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tion in the ſtate of the creature may reader it 
neceſlary to alter the Mode of h's ſervice, but 
the duty itſelf, of teſtifying our dependance upon 
God, by thanking him for what we have, and 
aſking what we want, began when man began, 
and can only end when man ends. This is in- 
ciuded in the very idea of an independent divine 
Giver, and a dependent human receiver. 


It is not our deſign to treat this ſubje& ex- 
tenſively, we ſhall direct your view to a ſhort but 
ſtriking paſſage of Chriſt's hiſtory. Luke xxiii. 
29. Father, forgive them, for they know net what 
they do. The Redeemer will aſk nothing of God 
except what is proper for him to grant to the 
creature ; and what is proper for the Father to 
beſtow, can never be unlawful for us to aſk, 
Were they for whom Jeſus prayed poſſeſſed of 
the certain knowledge of ſalvation? No: what 
right then (upon the chriſtian plan) have we to 
torbid, and poſitively diſcharge any claſs of 
mankind whatever from prayer? there is a ſin 
unto. death, (adds the apoſtle John) I do not fay he 


ball pray for it. This however is not an objection 


againſt ſinners in general; it is only an excep- 
tion of one particular tin. 


When once we loſe the path of truth. it is 
hard to fay how long, or how far we may wan- 
der. The turnings of error are iutricate and 
long ; it is always tireſome, and fometimes 
dangerous to follow them, for the road is dark ; 
and deſpairing of the end, we may fit. down 
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imagining it has none—— The doctrine of aſſu- 
rance has been examined, and after travelling 
thro* two more of ridiculous notions, controverſy 
| ſhall go to reſt. One is, that all fins are 
equal, This whim is not new, it is borrowed 
from ancient times; but nonſenſe is always non- 
ſenſe, whether new or old. When Pilate told 
Jeſut, that he had power to crucify or releaſe 
him; he anſwered, Thou haſt not any power over 
me, except what is given thee from above. But he 
that delivered me unto thee, hath the greater ſin. 
If the guilt of the traitor was greater than that 
of the governor, all fins cannot be equal. Be- 
des, ſcripture mentions one ſo heinous, as not 
to admit of pardon. If all acts of iniquity were 
the ſame in guilt, they would be the ſame in 
puniſhment. This indeed is not the caſe with 
human tribunals, nor can be, for it is impoſſible 
to know the hearts of men. The caſe alters with 
the Judge of angels and of mankind, for he 
knows preciſely the degree of inward propenſity 
to vice; and when infinite Juſtice inflits puniſh- 
ment hereafter, the proportion muſt be exact. 
Let us appeal the cauſe to our own feelings, to 
that internal judge which God himſelf hath 
given us. Does conſcience ſmite with equal ſeve- 
rity for every fault ? Is the perſon who liſps out 
a heſitating lie to gain ſome profit in a bargain, 
equal to that bold offender, who with uplifted 
hand and unfaultering tongue, perjures himſel 
to take away the property or life of his innocent 
neighbour ? 


| You have heard it affirmed that the picking 
ot 
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of pockets in the market and at the communion 
ia table is the ſame thing. Theft no doubt is theft 
x wherever committed, but the caſes are widely 
y difterent. In the market there is theft only ; at 
0 the Lord's table there is the united guilt of 
d theft, hypocriſy, and impiety : an appearance 
1— of goodneſs to impole upon men, a daring inſult 
4 on the divine Saviour, blended with acts of com- 
ſe mon diſhoneſty. We might naturally conciude 
er that perſons who aſſert the equality of all ſins, 
he would be more careful than others to avoid every 
n. fin ; but alas! the fact is againſt us. Abſurd 
at and falſe notions can never promote the intereſts 
i of goodneſs, 
ot 
Te. As one extreme begets another, it is proper 
in | here to place a guard. No vice ſhould be 


ith thought of as ſmall, and talked of as little, for 
ble | iniquity involves in it the charge of rebellion 
ith | and ingratitude againſt the Sovereign and Friend 
he | of our ſouls. Moſt men think too lightly of fin, 
ſity and none can dread it too much. If we reaſo n 
in- over nicely on the ſcale of vice, by miſtaking a 
\&,| note, we may riſe or fall improperly ; they have 
to] always the beſt tuned hearts who are readieſt to 
ath | feel the ſhock of godly ſorrow. 


a_ Another whim is equal holineſs. This would 
ain, feem to ariſe from a defect in the head rather 
fred} than the heart: for it has the appearance of un- 
\elf} common goodneſs, The expreſſion however is 
-ent doubtful in its meaning, and muſt be tried by 

having recourſe to ſome particular caſes. We 


ing) | D 2 ſhall 
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ſhall take one of theſe the people themſelves 
moſt frequently uſe. A man is as holy at the 
plough as at his prayers.” In a certain ſenſe of 
the words the aſſertion may be ſafely granted, 
becauſe it is poſſible for a man to be at the 
plongh and his prayers at the ſame time; and it 
is equally poſſible for a perſon to ſay his prayers 
when his mind 1s at the plough. 


An apoſtle indeed directs, Be ye holy in all 
manner of converſation. As chriſtianity preſcribes 
the rules proper to every ſtate, and every jult 
employment, let a regard to its authority appear 
on all occaſions. If this is their meaning to the 
phraſe * equal holineſs, we chearfully adopt it. 
The word © holy, by long and conſtant uſe is 
appropriated or applied to exerciſes, in form 
' ſtrily of a religious kind, and to uſe the word 
is a fooliſh ſingularity, -unleſs when it is uſed in 
the ordinary acceptation. The ſignification of 
words ſhould not be altered wantonly, for end- 
leſs confuſion would be the conſequence. But 
ſome people are ſo fond of having fame, that 
they will purchaſe it at the expence of a good 
reputation. Eroſtratus, who burnt the temple of 
Epheſus, 1s tranſmitted to poſterity with great 
renown ; and another method of procuring this 
ſpecies of fame, is to kindle the flame of diſſen- 
tion in chriſtian ſocieties. It was obſerved above 
that the phraſe © <qually holy at the plough and 
at prayer,” is an improper ule of words, and is 
ſingular without neceſſity. To this we add, that 
this ſort of ſpeaking may produce and promote a 


very 
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very bad end. Taking mankind in general, they 
cannot think in an abſtracted manner, or ſepa- 
rate things they have been uſed to join. Inſtead 
of raiſing the plough up to prayer, is there no 
danger of bringing prayer down to the plough? 
By calling upon mankind to be equally holy upon 
all occaſions, they may come to be equal indeed, 
by being holy upon no occaſion. 


The author of this Eſſay has given his very 


warm opponents the name of Bereans, not be- 
cauſe they have a right to it, but becauſe it is 
the name by which they are generally known. 


Their ſyſtem is remarkable for nothing, except - 


contradictions, pride, and impicty. A confuſed 
head will account for the firſt; the two laſt are 
commonly aſcribed to errors in heart. 


The doctrine of aſſurance is only oppoſed in 
the extent to which the Bereans carry that point. 
Our Con feſſion juſtly admits that. in ſome parti- 


cular caſes it has been, and may be attained; 


but to damn all who have it not, is both a very 
diſferent, and a very dreadful opinion. 


CONCLUSTO N. 


Beware of placing to the account of religion, 
articles that are chargeable only againſt its falſe 


or miſguided friends. Nothing is more certain 


than this, that the goſpel of Jeſus prohibits diſ- 

cord, and condemns both the fins of hypocriſy 

and impiety: ſo whenever thele appear, — 
m 
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muſt proceed, not from the doctrines of grace, 
but the paſſions of men. It has been often and 
juſtly obſerved, that the beſt things when abuſed 
turn to be the worſt ; the ſhameful purpoſes to 
which revelation has been employed in this 
country, prove the obſervation beyond all diſ- 
pute. When I confider how many hundred 
pounds have of late years been artfully raiſed up- 
on the pretence of rehgion, the tollowing paſſage 


merits a place before us. 2 Pet. ii. But there 


were falſe prophets among the people, even as 
there ſhall be falſe teachers among you, who pri- 
vily ſhall bring in damnable herefies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon them- 
ſelves ſwift deſtruction. And MANY ſhall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reaſon of whom the way 
ef truth ſhall be evil foolen of. And thro covetouſ+ 
neſs ſhall they with feignid words make merchan- 
diſe of you- 1 tremble to quote what remains ! 
Shall I mention it? No, I will not. The expreſ- 
ſion, denying the Lord that bought them, is ex- 
plained in the epiſtle to Titus, chap. i. 16. They 
profeſs that they know God, but in works they 
deny him. As the diſorders which ariſe from falſe 
pretenſions to religion are foretold by chriſtianit 
itſelf; by accompliſhing the prophecies, theſe 
very diſorders prove the goſpel to be divine. If 
fo, they ſhould never leſſen, but increaſe our 
value for the ſacred pages of peace and truth. 


In matters of a religious kind form no opinions 
raſhly. Think with ſobriety where you have ſo 
much at ſtake: for vanity, when once a fide 1s 

eſpou- 
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eſpouſed, forbids to give it up again; and there« 
for it muſt be ſupported whether right or wrong. 
Perſons fond of diſpute are ſeldom of eters, 
tempers : controverſy heats the mind, begets 
pride, and prolongs enmity amongſt neighbours. 
Warm paſſions require much grace to ſubdue, 
and a ſolid judgment to guide them, elſe they 
will betray us into many errors. All errors how- 
ever are. not equally dangerous ; and one man 
may differ from another, about ſome ſmaller 
points, ſuch as forms, and the meaning of ſome 
dark paſſage, and yet both be good chriſtians. 
This will be denied by none but bigots ; theſe 
are perſons of narrow hearts and weak heads. 
Think then with coolneſs, and ſpeak with tem- 
per when ſacred things are the ſubject. This is 
the way to be happy in yourſelves, and agreeable 
to others. If it ſhall pleaſe providence to remove 
any of your miniſters, be on your guard againſt 
entering into fooliſh oppoſition. Artiul diſcon- 
tented people amongſt yourſelves, together with 
cunning politicians fromadiſtance, may ſolicit you 
to meaſures merely to gratity their own inclina- 
tions. Fettercairn proves this beyond contradic- 
tion, and farther ſhews, that wild reſiſtance will 
always be followed with expence and diſappoint- 
ment. Conteſts of this fort are hurtfu] to the 

oſpel. As in a balance, when one ſcale riſes 
another falls ; ſo as bluſtering noiſe increaſeth, 


real religion declines. 


It is difficult for a man to ſpeak of himſelf. If 
he tells the whole truth, the world charges him 
with 
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with pride; if only a part, he is branded with 
falſe humility. To hit the middle point is pei- 
haps impoſſible, and to ſay little is certainly wiſe. 
Many have pitied my ſtate, a few have applaud- 
ed my courage and patience; ſor tho? late years 
have ſeen ſeveral conteſted ſettlements, yet that | 
of this place carried in it an degree of folly and | 
madneſs peculiar to itſelf. To riſk life and com- 
fort appeared to ſome a bold undertaking, and | 
to others ſomething more; but the care of | 
Praqvidence hath preſerved the firſt, and the 
grace of God may beſtow the laſt. To cure 
certain diſeafes of body requires much time and 
ſkill, and to extract poiſon from the mind is yet 


a more difficult operation. To plant and to water 
is within the reach of human power, but the 


mcreaſe muſt come from that which is divine. 
The father of Solomon has afforded the follow- 
ing pious thought, cloathed in a garb remar- | 
kable both for ſtrength and beauty: God by | 
his ſtrength ſetteth faſt the mountains, being 
girded with power. Who ſtilleth the noiſe of the 
ſeas, the noiſe of the waves, and the TUMULTS 


of the PEOPLE. 
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